Cathedral
of Steam




Restoring the 1932
Engine Shed

Didcot Railway Centre, in the heart of
Oxfordshire, holds a special place in the
hearts of railway enthusiasts and history
buffs alike. This living museum has been
a custodian of the golden age of steam
locomotives for 6 decades. One of its
most iconic structures, the 1932 Engine
Shed, stands as a testament to the past
and a beacon of hope for the future.
Therefore, the restoration of this listed
heritage building is not just a matter of
choice; it's a responsibility to preserve

a vital piece of our industrial heritage.

Built in 1932, the Engine Shed was
originally designed to house and maintain
locomotives, playing a crucial role in

the operation of the Great Western
Railway. Over the years, it served as a
home for 27 steam engines, each with its
unique story and historical significance.
However, as time marched on, the

shed’s condition began to deteriorate.

Restoring the 1932 Engine Shed is
essential for several reasons. First and
foremost, it serves as a vital component
in the preservation of the locomotives
themselves. A well-maintained shed
offers a protective environment, shielding
these magnificent machines from the
elements, ensuring they remain in pristine
condition for generations to come.

Moreover, the Engine Shed holds
educational value, allowing visitors

to experience a tangible connection
to our industrial past. It provides a
unique opportunity for people of all
ages to learn about the evolution

of transportation, technological
advancements, and the human stories
behind these marvellous engines.

In conclusion, the restoration of the 1932
Engine Shed at Didcot Railway Centre is
not just an investment in preserving 27
steam engines; it's an investment in our
shared heritage and an opportunity to
educate and inspire future generations.
By undertaking this project, we can
ensure that these magnificent pieces

of history continue to captivate and
enlighten visitors for years to come.




Donation Form

| would like to help the Great Western Society restore the 1932 Engine Shed

by making a donation of £

cheques and postal orders should be made payable to Great Western Society

Full name

Address

Post Code

Great Western Society membership number (if applicable)
Or via bank transfer to Lloyds Bank - A/C 00091965 - sort code 30-93-93

A/C Membership number

CHARITY GIFT AID DECLARATION

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:

| want to Gift Aid my donationof£ . and any donations
| make in the future or have made in the past 4 years to:
Great Western Society Limited

I am a UK tax payer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or
capital Gains tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in
that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

of the above address

Please notify the Great Western Society if you

- want to change this declaration
+ change your name or home address
+ no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher rate or additional rate and want to
receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift
Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and
Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please return the complete form to Richard Croucher and Clive
Hetherington, Appeal Co-ordinators, Great Western Society Limited,
Didcot Railway Centre, Didcot, Oxfordshire, 0X11 7NJ
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